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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The purest gems lie hidden in the bottom of the ocean or in the
depth of rocks. One has to dive into the ocean or delve into the
rocks to find them out. Similarly, truth lies concealed in the language
which with the passage of time has becomg obsolete. Man has
to learn that language before he. discovers that truth.

But he has neither the means nor the leisure to embark on
that course. We have, therefore, planned to help him acquire
knowledge by an easier course. We have started the series of Ancient
Indian Tradition and Mythology in English Translation. Our goal
is to universalize knowledge through the most popular international
medium of expression. The publication of the Puranas in English
Translation is a step towards that goal.
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SKANDA PURANA
Book VII: PRABHASA KHANDA'

Section I: PRABHASA-KSETRA-MAHATMYA

CHAPTER ONE
Queries of Sages

Obeisance to Srt Ganesa 4

Now begins the Prabhasa Khanda. The first section is called:

PRABHASA-KSETRA-MAHATMYA (The greatness of the sacred
place called Prabhasa)

Om. Obeisance to the Supreme Soul (Paramatman), the
highest and the most excellent Purusa.

Om. Obeisance to the gods Hari, Hara and Hiranyagarbha
(Brahma).

Obeisance to (Sages) Vyasa, Valmiki, Suka and Parasara.

1. The Lord (Siva) is proclaimed and eulogized everywhere,
the primordial PURUSA and the eternal ancient being. The
devotees of Siva by whom the Lord of Umi, accompanied by
Suras has been viewed on the earth by their own eyes, cross

1. This last Khanda of the Skanda Purana (SkP) called Prabhasa consists of
four sections:

(i) Prabhasa-Ksetra-Mahatmya of 365 chapters

(ii) Vastrapatha-Ksetra-Mahatmya of 19 chapters

(iii) Arbuda-Khanda of 63 chapters

(iv) Dvaraka-Mahatmya of 44 chapters

Prabhasa is famous on two counts:

(i) It is the sacred place famous for the Jyotirlinga called Somanatha.

(ii) It was the scene of the fratricidal battle among Yadavas and the spot
of Krsna’s death which took pla‘cc here in B.C. 3102 according to the
consensus of Brahmanical Puranas. The advent of Kali took place
on that very day when Krsna passed away (BhP XII. 2. 33) Also vide
VaP 49.428-429: MtP 273.49, Visnu P.II1.74.241. Hindu calendars-
(Pancangas) give this date as the Yugadi (beginning of Kaliyuga).
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the extensive terrible ocean of worldly existence and become
embellished with prosperity just as Yajvans (performers of sacrifices)
proceed to heaven (Svarga) through excellent aerial chariots
on account of those well-performed Yajias.

2. Obeisance to the Supreme Being, the embodiment of
pure consciousness and knowledge. His body is constituted of
thirty-six categories' (from Parama Siva down to the element
earth). His soul is (consists of) pure, immortal nectar. He is
the expanding Nada (vibrating spiritual sound) and Bindu®

3. Despite the presence of Amrta within the belly, all the
Devas die. But despite the presence of poison (Halahala) in
his throat, Lord Siva continued to be alive. May that Lord Siva
protect you all.

4. At the conclusion of the Satra (Sacrifice of a long du-
ration) the great sages of Naimisa forest asked the blemish-free
Sata Romaharsana about the meritorious Purana Samhita:

5. “O highly mneiligent Suata, holy Lord Vyasa, the fore-
most among the knowers of Brahman, has been perfectly served
and propitiated by you for the sake of acquiring the Itihasa
and the Puranas.

6. Due to the exalted majesty and dignity of Dvaipayana,
and on account of his words all your hairs stood on ends through
delight and you became known as Romaharsana.

7. It was to you that the Lord of the sages himself pro-
pounded the ancient legend, the Puranasambhita.

8. When the Yajia pertaining to Svayammbhui (Brahma) was
being elaborately performed, on the Sutyaha(the day when Soma
Juice is extracted), Hari, the Supreme person manifested him-
self by a part of himself in your form, for propounding the
Puranasambhita.

1. According to Saivism there are 36 Tattvas, viz. Siva, Sakti, Sadasiva, I$vara,
Suddha Vidya, Maya, Kala, Vidya, Raga, Kala, Niyati, Purusa, Prakrti, Buddhi
(Intelligence), Ahamkara (Ego), Manas (Mind), ears (power of hearing),
also powers of touch, of taste, of vision, of smelling, of speech, feet
(power of locomotion), hands, anus, penis, five objects of senses and five
elements, viz. earth, water, fire, wind and ether or firmament.

The order varies with different texts. Vaisnavism has accepted a simi-
lar list of 35 Tattvas. It is noteworthy that both -isms have accepted the
Tattvas of the Sankhya system in toto.

2. According to Saivism it is not the Big Bang which created the world. They
say a subtle vibrating sound {Nada} manifested a Bindu which expanded
into this universe.
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9. The Brahmi Yatra (religious pilgrimage pertaining to
Brahma) has already been heard by us, in the context of Prabhasa-
Ksetra-Mahatmya (the greatness of the sacred place called
Prabhasa') in the Purana propounded by Skanda.

10. Now, O holy Sir, O Purana specialist, it behoves you
to expound the Yatra pertaining to Visnu and Rudra along
with all the themes thereof.”

11. On hearing the words of the sages, Suta, the most
excellent one among those conversant with Puranas, bowed
down his head to Vyasa, the son of Satyavati and said:

Romaharsana said:

12-16. After bowing down to the Supreme Soul, the
Almighty Lord, I shall propound the story with two Vidhas
(modes of narration) and two Sariras (bodies, i.e. units). Srivatsa
marks his chest. He is the source of origin of the worlds. He
is Hari with OM as his form. He is incomprehensible and
unmeasurable. He is the Lord-preceptor. He is free from impurities.
His resort is free from impurities. He is Hamsa (pure spiritual
being), Sucisad (abiding in the purest essence). He pervades
the entire firmament. He is Siva, the bestower of all things,
Udasina (indifferent), free from worldly ties and physical ex-
tension. He is unsullied. He is the vacuity (Sfmya). He is of
the form of Bindu (point whence the universe evolves). He is
worthy of being meditated upon. He is one without (beyond)
meditation. They say that he is and he is not, that he is far-
off and also very close. He is the greatest refulgence worthy
of being comprehended through the mind. He is called Purusa
who is identical with Jagat (Universe). He is seated in the lotus
of the heart. He is in the form of fiery splendour. He is devoid
of Indriyas (sense-organs).

17. The story is couched in the celestial language. It has
the Veda for its basis. It has five Sandhis (divisions, joints such
as Mukha, Pratimukha etc.). It is embellished with six orna-
ments (figures of speech).

18. It possesses seven Sadhanas (means of achieving objec-
tives). It is coloured (brightened) with the eight Rasas and

1. This Probably refers to some other Purana like Narada.
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Gunas. Further, the nine Gunas can be seen spread over throughout.
It is free from ten defects.

19. It is embellished with Vibhasas (alternatives). Simi-
larly it is completely converging into a single purpose. It is
pleasing to the mind. It has the five Karanas (purposes). It is
approved by the four Karanas (means of achieving objects).

20. It is further divided into two aspects. It bestows suc-
cessive waves of knowledge (consciousness). Listen ye all to the
meritorious story narrated by Vyisa. It is destructive of all sins.

21.  On hearing it even a man of evil actions attains the
greatest goal. He will be relieved of the three types of miseries.
He shall be freed from all distressing worries.

22.  Never should one narrate this meritorious story to a
Nastika (atheist). It should be propounded to a twice-born one
who is quiescent and faithful.

23. It should be known that only he is entitled to hear (or
read) this scripture and none else, for whom the consecratory
rites beginning with Niseka (impregnation by dropping the semen
within the womb) and ending with obsequial rites at the cre-
mation ground, are enjoined with relevant Mantras.

24. The purity of a Brahmana is the purity in all the four
sides (his father and mother, wife's father and mother). To
this scripture approved by the Vedas, all men of good conduct
are entitled.

25-26.  Just as Mahesvara, the Lord of Devas, is the most
excellent one among Suras, just as Ganga is the greatest of all
rivers, just as Brahmana is the greatest of all castes, just as
Omkara is the foremost among all Aksaras (syllables), just as
mother is the greatest among those worthy of adoration, just
as father is the greatest (most respectable) of all elders, so also
the Purana narrated by Skanda is the most important of all
scriptural texts.

27.! The Skanda Puranawas formerly narrated by the Pinaka-
bearing Lord (Siva) in front of Parvati, in the presence of
Brahma and others on a peak of Kailasa.

28. It was then narrated by Parvati to Sanmukha (Skanda),
by him to the Gana Nandin and to Kumara by Nandin and by
him to the intelligent Vyasa.

1. Verses 27-29 relate the transmission of this Purana from Siva to Romaharsana,
the Suta.
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29. It was narrated to me by Vyasa and I shall propound
it to you all.

30. You are all endowed with good mental attitude. You
are all great sages. Hence I am sincerely eager to propound
the Skanda Samhita to you.

CHAPTER TWO
Merit in Gifting Purana Texts!

The sages said: ’

1. Describe the characteristic features of Katha (story) and
its good merits and demerits in detail. How should one assess
the disticnctive characteristics of the composition of sages and
those of ordinary persons? How should it be understood, O
highly intelligent one? We wish to hear.

Suta said:

2. Now I shall succinctly describe the due order of the
Puranas, their characteristic features, number and the differ-
ences mentioned.

3. Formerly the Grandfather of Amaras (Devas) performed
a severe penance. Then the Vedas along with the six Angas,
Padas (words) and Kramas (special manners in the recitation
of Vedic passages) manifested themselves.

4-5a. Then the entire range of the Puranas containing all
the sacred texts and extending to a hundred crores (of verses)
manifested themselves. The Purana constituted of eternal sounds
and words is meritorious. They (the Puranas) came out of the
mouth of Brahma.

5b-7.2 They are: (1) Brahmapurana, (2) Visnu Purana,

1. This religious incentive to gift Purana manuscripts has resulted in the
preservation and spread of these ancient texts.

2. This list of Mahapuranas includes both Siva and Vayu Puranas which are
otherwise disjunctively mentioned. The inclusion of both led to the exclusion
of Padma Purana which is always included as a Mahapurana elsewhere.
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(3) Siva Purana, (4) Bhagavata Purana, (5) Bhavisya Purana,
(6) Naradiya Purana, (7) Markandeya Purana, (8) Agneya Purana,
(9) Brahmavaivarta Purana, (10) Linga Purana, (11) Varaha
Purana, (12) Skanda Purana, (13) Vamana Purana, (14) Karma
Purana, (15) Matsya Purana, (16) Garuda Purana, (17) Vayaviya
Purana, and then (Padma Purana) is called the eighteenth
Purana that is destructive of all sins.

8-9. Formerly there was only one Brahmanda (?Purana)
consisting of a hundred crores (of verses). In every Yuga, Vedavyasa,
the direct partial incarnation of Narayana, divides it into eigh-
teen Puranas and propounds it to the world.

10. Others, Upapuranas', also were narrated by that sage.
I shall mention them briefly to you. May they be listened to
and understood.

[List of Upapuranas]

11-15. The first one is that narrated by Sanatkumara. Thereafter
is the Narasimha. The third one is indicated as Skanda (or
Nanda) which is recounted by Kumara (Skanda). The fourth
one is called Sivadharma directly proclaimed by Nandisa. Then
the wonderful one narrated by Durvasas. Thereafter what is
narrated by Narada. Then Kapila and Manava. Then what is
narrated by Usanas. Then Brahmanda.® The next one is Varuna.
Then the other one called Kalika. Then Mahesvara, Samba and
Saura having the collection of all topics. What is narrated by
Parasara is great. Then Marica. Then what is called Bhargava.
These are the Upapuranas mentioned, O excellent Brahmanas.

The sages said:

16. O Sita, kindly mention the number of the Puranas in
detail and due order, O Suta, O knower of distinct features of
Dana and Dharma.

1. Traditionally 18 Upapuranas are mentioned and their relation with a
particular Mahapurana is (many times wrongly) presumed. The lists of
Upapuranas in Devibhagavata, Kirma Purana etc. differ inter se. Hazra
records a list of 100 Upapuranas (Studies in Upapuranas). Some Mahapuranas
c.g. Matsya (53.59-62,) mention Upapuranas like Narasimha, Nandi, Aditya
and Samba. Some Upapuranas have the samec names as the Mahapuranas
as found in the list here in this text.

It is a complex problem as many of the Upapuranas are unpublished.

2. This is different from the Mahapurana called Brahmanda.
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Suta said :

17. That immanent soul of the universe narrated to Manu
this alone. The ancient Purusa mentioned this in this Purana.
Understand what he said:

18. Brahmanda Purana is the most ancient of all scriptural
texts. Thereafter the Vedas came out of his mouth.

19. There was only one Purana in that Kalpantara. It was
the means of achieving the three aims (i.e. Virtue, Wealth and
Love). It is meritorious and extended to a hundred crore (of
verses).

20-23.  When all the worlds were completely burned, at the
time of Pralaya, Krsna, in the form of the infinite one, col-
lected together the four Vedas along with their Angas, the
Purinas, the detailed texts of Nyaya, Mimarnsas and Dharmasastra
and retained them within himself. At the beginning of the
next Kalpa, he, assuming the form of a fish in the vast ocean,
told the entire tract of lores to Brahma, endowed with divine
vision. Brahma endowed with the knowledge and vision of the
three divisions of time (past, present and future) narrated it
to all sages. Thereafter, all the scriptures and Puranas became
current.

24. Then in due course, Hari in the form of Vyasa, will
summarize and propagate the eighteen Puranas.

25. Always in every Dvapara Yuga, the Puranas extended to
four hundred thousand (verses). Krsna expounds them in eighteen
different forms (texts) on the earth.

26. Even today, in the celestial world, it extends to a hun-
dred crores (of verses). The essence thereof is summarized
into four hundred thousand (verses) (in this world).

[Mahapuranas: Extent, Contents]

27. Now these are the eighteen Puranas, O excellent sages.
I shall mention their names and the number (of verses)' too.

1. P.V. Kane in HD,V.ii. pp.831-832 gives a comparative Table of number
of verses in each Purana as stated in Mahapuranas.The tabular statement
shows that there is no consensus in this matter.Thus according to MtP
and VaP and SkP here Brahma Purana has 10,000 verses, also according
to Narada P. 92.31, Agni P. 272.1 gives 25,000 as the number of verses
in Brahma P. Presumably the authors of these Puranas had different
versions of Brahma P. before them.
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28. The entire thing mentioned earlier to Marici by Brahma
is called Brahma Purana. It contains ten thousand (verses).

29. He who copies it in writing and makes a gift of it along
with Jaladhenu on the Full-Moon day in the month of Vaisakha
is honoured in the world of Brahma.

30. When this universe was a golden lotus, the incidents
therein were collected together and that Purana is called Padma
Purana by learned men.

31. The Padma Purana contains fifty-five thousand verses.
He who makes a gift of it along with a golden lotus and gingelly
seeds in the month of Jyestha, obtains the merit of a horse-
sacrifice.

32. Based on the incidents of the Varahakalpa', the Lord,
greater than the greatest, recounted all the virtues and holy
rites. They know that Purana as Vaisnava (Visnu) Purana.

33. This Purana is beautified through the activities of Visnu.
This is proclaimed as the Purana consisting of twenty-three
thousand verses.

34. He who makes a gift of it along with Ghrtadhenu on the
bright full-moon day in Asadha attains the region of Visnu.

35. Vayu recounted the holy rites and virtues in the con-
text of Srutakalpa as the background. This Purana is Vayaviya
Purana. It contains Rudramdhatmya also.

36. It consists of twenty-four thousand verses and many
events are recounted in it. Virtue, wealth, love and salvation
are dealt with along with the good conduct of the well-
behaved.

37. He who makes a gift of it on the Full-Moon day in the
month of Srivana along with Gudadhenu and curd to a Brahmana
burdened with a large family, shall become a purified soul and
he will live in Sivaloka for the period of a Kalpa.

38. Heisrebornasaman once again. He will be a Brahmana,
the most excellent one among those conversant with the Vedas.
He will be an expert in the Vedic lore and the principles and

1. This Purana indicates that different Mahapuranas describe events that
took place in different Kalpas. Thus Vaisnava or Visnu Purana refers to
Varaha Kalpa, Vayu P. to Sruta Kalpa, Bhagavata P. to Sarasvata Kalpa.
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meanings thereof and be the foremost among scholars of the
themes and principles of writing glosses.

39. That Purana is called Bhagavata where Dharma is de-
scribed on the basis of Gayatri.' The killing of the demon Vrtra
is also contained in it.

40. It also contains the events about men and Devas who
live in the Sarasvata Kalpa. It is holy and there is meritorious
description of marriages too.

41. He who copies it and makes a gift of it on the Full-
Moon day in the month of Bhadrapada along with a gold replica
of a lion attains the greatest goal.

42. It is glorified as a Purana containing eighteen thou-
sand verses.

43. That is Naradiya Purana in which Narada expounds
Dharma as current in Brhatkalpa. It consists of twenty-five thousand
verses.

44. He who copies it and makes a gift of it on the Full-
Moon day in the month of Asvina along with a cow attains the
highest Siddhi in this world and in the next. He obtains all his
cherished desires. No doubt need be entertained in this
respect.

45. That which contains discussion about Dharma and
Adharma with reference to (and in consultation with) birds?
is called the Markandeya Purana. It contains nine thousand
verses.

46. He who copies it and makes a gift of it along with a
gold replica of an elephant on the full-moon day of the month
of Karttika, attains the merit of the Paundarika Yajia.

47. What is narrated to Vasistha by Agni taking into
account (and with reference to) the events of iéﬁnakalpa
is called Agneya Purana.

48. He who copeis it and makes a gift of it along with a
golden lotus and Tiladhenu (cow made of gingelly seeds) in the

1. Itappears that the author of this Purana has not seen or read the Bhagavata
P. or had a very different version containing no reference to Krsna's
life. The ruse of claiming Sarasvata Kalpa for such glaring differences
comes in handy to the author.

2. This reference to birds is given in the Narada Purana which also gives
the list of contents of this Purana.
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month of Margasirsa in accordance with the injunctions,
obtains the merit of all Kratus. It (the Purana) contains six-
teen thousand verses.

49-50. In the context of the events of Aghorakalpa, the
Four-faced Lord of the universe explained to Manu the char-
acteristics of all the Bhutas (living beings, elements, spirits) on
the basis of the greatness of Aditya. It is called Bhavisya Purana
because mostly future events are described. It contains four-
teen thousand five hundred verses.

51. He who is free from jealousy and makes a gift of the
Purana on the full-moon day in the month of Pausa along with
a pot of jaggery, shall obtain the merit of Agnistoma.

52-53. With reference to the events of the Rathantara Kalpa,
the story of Brahma-Varaha along with the greatness of Krsna
was narrated by Savarni to Narada. It is called Brahmavaivarta
Purana. It contains eighteen thousand verses. He who makes
a gift of Brahmavaivarta Purana to an excellent Brahmana on
the full-moon day in the month of Magha, is honoured in the
world of Brahma.

54-55. Lord Mahesvara staying in the middle of a.fiery
Linga expounds (the Purusarthas) Virtue, Wealth, Love and
Salvation in the context of Agneya Kalpa. It is called Linga
Purana by Brahma himself.

56. It contains eleven thousand verses. He who makes a
gift of it on the full-moon day in the month of Phalguna along
with Tiladhenu attains identity with Siva.

57. With reference to the greatness of Mahavaraha Visnu
expounds (virtue etc.) to the Earth. It is called Varahapurana.

58. O excellent sages, it is in the context of Dhanya (a
blessed one), the son of Manu. That Purana contains twenty-
five thousand verses.

59. A devotee should make a gold replica of Garuda and
give it along with Tiladhenu to a Brahmana of a large family.
He attains the region of Visnu with the favour of Varaha.

60-61. It is with reference to the religious practices of (the
followers) of Mahesvara and with special reference to the Six-
faced Lord. It describes in details the events which happened
in Tatpurusa Kalpa. That Purana called Skanda is said to con-
sist of eighty-one thousand one hundred verses. It is thus recited
among mortals (people).
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62. He who copies it and makes a gift of it along with a
trident made of gold when the Sun enters Capricorn, attains
the region of Siva.

63. With reference to the greatness of Trivikrama as the
basis, the Four-faced Lord expounds the three aims of life. It
is glorified as Vamana Purana.

64. This Purana contains ten thousand verses. It is a Saiva
Purana consisting of (the events of) Kaurmakalpa.

65. He who makes a gift of it on the autumnal equinox
along with gold and garments, covered with a silk cloth and
accompanied by a cow, attains the region of Visnu.

66-68. In Rasatala, in the presence of Indra and sages,
Janardana, in the form of a Tortoise expounded the greatness
of (the Purusarthas, viz.) Virtue, Wealth, Love and Liberation,
in the Laksmikalpa in the context of the integJude of Indradyumna.
It (Kurma Purana) consists of seventeen thousand verses. He
who makes the gift of the Kurma Purana along with a gold
replica of tortoise, shall obtain the merit of gifting a thousandcows.

69-70. For the propagation of the Vedas at the beginning
of a Kalpa, Janardana assumed the form of a Fish and ex-
pounded to Manu the events of seven Kalpas in the course of
the description of Narasimha. O sage of holy rites, know this
as the Matsya Purana. It contains fourteen thousand verses.

71. If anyone makes the gift (of this Purana) covered with
a silk cloth on the day of equinox along with a gold replica
of a fish and a cow, it is as though the entire earth has been
gifted by him.

72. In Garuda Kalpa, Garuda came out of Visvanda (Cos-
mic Egg). Krsna expounded this Purana on that as the basis.
It is called Garuda Purana.

73. Itisrecited in (i.e. consists of) nineteen thousand verses.
He who makes a gift of it along with a gold replica of a swan
in the latter Ayana (i.e. Southern transit) [If pare is taken to
mean “the great”, then the Ayaria will be the Northern] one
achieves the principal Siddhi and a stay in Siva Loka.

74. Brahma again expounded the greatness of the Cosmic
Egg. That is Brahmanda Purana containing twelve thousand two
hundred verses.

75. A detailed description of the future Kalpas is found
therein. That Brahmanda Purana is narrated by Brahma.



76-77a. A man who makes the gift of that Purana along
with two woollen cloths, attains the merit of a thousand Rajasuyas.
If the gift is accompanied by a gold replica of a cow, it bestows
the region of Brahma.

77b-78. Thus (the whole range of Puranas) was spoken by
Vyasa of miraculous deeds in four hundred thousand verses
briefly in Dvapara, O Brahmanas, for the sake of the benefit
of all the worlds.

79. The same tract of literature called Purana among the
celestial beings extends to a hundred crores.

[Upapuranas: Extent and Contents]

Now I shall narrate the different Upapuranas that have been
established in the world.

80. The description of Narasimha has been included in
Padma Purana. It contains eighteen thousand verses. It is called
Narasimha (Upa) Purana.

81. (The text) wherein the greatness (of the Lord) has
been described by Karttikeya to Nandin has become well-known
in the world as Nandi: Purana, O excellent Brahmanas.

82. O Brahmanas of holy Vratas, that Upapurana of Samba
is famous in the world and the story therein pertains to Samba.

83. Thus the Aditya Upapurana is mentioned there itself.
It is seen as separate from the eighteen Upapuranas, O excel-
lent Brahmanas, know that it has been taken out of these.

84. There are five Angas (limbs or sections) of the Purana.
They are: Sarga (creation), Pratisarga (subsidiary creation), Vamsa
(the royal lineage), Manvantaras (the periods of the rule of
Manus), Vamsanuvamsa Carita (the description of the dynasties
of Sages etc.). Thus a Purana has five characteristics.

85. Another interpretation : the five characteristics are the
description of the greatness of Brahma, Visnu, Arka (the Sun
god) and Rudra and the annihilation of the universe. All these
five are seen in a Purana.

86. In all the Puranas virtue, wealth, love and salvation as
well as the benefit contained in them have been explained.

87. Inthe Sattvika Kalpas the greatness of Hari is supreme.
They know that the greatness of Brahma reigns supreme in the
Rajasa Kalpas.

88. Similarly the greatness of Siva is to be found in the



Tamasa Kalpas. In a Purana of a mixed nature, the greatness
of Sarasvati and Pitrs is narrated.

89. Among the eighteen Puranas, Lord Visnu is extolled in
four (Puranas), Brahma and Ravi each in two and Lord Siva
in the remaining ones.

90. O excellent Brahmanas, I think that Purana is steady
(unchangeable) like the Vedas. All the Vedas are established
in the Puranas. There is no doubt about it.

91. The Veda is afraid of the men of insufficient knowl-
edge of the lore and feels: “Oh! This man will move and dis-
lodge me.” It (Veda) has been rendered firm and steady for-
merly by means of Itihasas and Puranas.

92. What is not seen in the Vedas, O Brahmanas, what is
not seen in the Smrtis and what is not seen in both of them
is being sung about in the Puranas.

93. A Brahmana who knows all the four Vedas along with
their Angas and the Upanisads, but who does not know the
Purana is not learned.

94. After composing the eighteen Puranas, the son of Satyavati
(Vyasa) wrote the narrative (epic) of Bharata rendering it
strengthened through the topics of the Vedas.

95-97. It was propounded by the noble soul by means a
hundred thousand verses at the end of Dvapara.

Brahma composed the story of Rama in a hundred crores
of verses. He spoke (transmitted) it unto Narada and through
him to Valmiki and Valmiki narrated the excellent story of
Rama that enables one to achieve virtue, wealth and love in
this world in one-fourth of a Laksa of verses i.e. in twenty- five
thousand verses.

98. Thus these twenty-five thousand verses are glorified as
meritorious. Learned men understood everything about the
ancient Kalpas from the Purana.

99-100. In accordance with the demands of the age (Kala)
the Itihasas and Puranas differ, O leading Brahmanas. Differ-
ent versions of the Puranas, Skanda, Brahmanda and Linga are
current in the Varaha Kalpa. Indeed Brahmanda is different
in eighteen ways.

101. Therefore, the Puranas came to be €ighteen in the
world. The splendid Linga Purana was divided into eleven different
sections in Dvapara.
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[Khandas of the Skanda Purana]

102. ‘The intelligent Vedavyasa has divided the Skanda Purana
into seven Khandas. The number of verses in the Skanda is
eighty-one thousand one hundred.

103. The first Book or Khanda is called Mahesvara Khanda.
It contains the greatness of Skanda. The second one is remem-
bered as Vaisnava Khanda.

104. The third one is mentioned as Brahma Khanda. It
briefly expounds the creation (of the universe). The fourth
one is cited as one containing the greatness of Kasi (Kas: Khanda).

105. The fifth one is glorified as describing the greatness
of Reva along with that of Ujjayini. The sixth one is Nagara
Kalpa (Khanda). It indicates the greatness of the Tirthas.

106. O Brahmanas, this seventh book is remembered as
Prabhasika (Khanda). Each of these Books is glorified as con-
taining twelve thousand verses (approximately).

107. In this Prabhasika Khanda all the details of holy spots,
greatness of the Tirthas and greatness of Sarikara are explained.

108. Of course the greatness of the other Devas too is
mentioned.

Thus, O Brahmanas, the different Puranas are succinctly
told.

109. One who reads this enumeration of the eighteen Puranas
at the time of the offering of Havyas and Kavyas goes to the
abode of Hari.

110. This is indeed the storehouse of renown. This is a
favourite of the Pitrs. This gives satisfaction to the Devas
always, like nectar. This destroys great sins of men.

CHAPTER THREE
Queries Made by Devi

The sages said:

1-3. The regular creation and the counter-creation (or
subsidiary creation) have been mentioned by Your Holiness.
So also the story of the main dynasties and races (of sages)
(Genealogies of kings and sages), the order or sequence of the
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Puranas, the extent of Manvantaras, the magnitude of the cosmic
egg and the nature of the circle of the luminaries have been
described factually.

Now we wish to hear from you the details of the Tirthas. O
Sataja, It behoves you to describe entirely and factually all the
auspicious and evil-destroying Tirthas on the earth.

Suta said:

4-5. This same question was formerly asked by the God-
dess on the excellent peak of Kailasa that possesses different
kinds of gems. It is variegated due to various kinds of minerals.
It is full of all types of trees and creepers. It shines with all
sorts of flowers. Yaksas, Vidyadharas and groups of celestial
damsels frequent it. )

6-9. There were present there the following: Brahma, Visnu,
Skanda, Nandin, the leading Ganas, the Moon, the Sun along
with the Planets, the Galaxies of Stars, the group of Stars round
the Pole-star, Vayu, Varuna, Kubera the bestower of wealth,
I$ana, Agni, Indra, Yama, Nirrti, the Rivers, all the Oceans,
Mountains, Serpents, Brahmi and other Mothers, sages, ascet-
ics, the Tirthas in their personified forms, the holy places and
shrines as well as Danavas, Asuras, Daityas, PiSacas, Bhiitas (evil
spirits) and Raksasas.

10. There was a divine throne there, a hundred Yojanas (a
Yojana=12 Kms) in extent. Its refulgence was like that of ten
million Suns. It was adorned with jewels and pearls.

11. It was decorated with lotuses and lilies. It was resorted
to by Siddhas and Kinnaras. By means of millions of its white
umbrellas, it covered up all the regions and quarters.

12. In the center thereof, there was a Sarvatobhadra (temple-
like structure with doors on all sides) with ornamental gates.
It was surrounded by thousands, ten thousands, hundred thou-
sands and millions of Rudras.

13. It was covered with peaks and ramparts shining with
crystal-clear pearls. There were sentries like Nandisvara, Mahakala
and others.

14. It was adorned with excellent banners producing reso-
nant sounds with tiny tinkling bells. There were awnings and
pieces of umbrella-like stretches with pearl strings hanging down.

15. Its beauty was enhanced by means of mirrors having
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the lustre of hanging bells and chowries. Big pots had been
placed at the entrances and were decorated with tender sprouts
and jewels.

16. Experts in the science of ornamental decorations had
embellished it with shining powders of jewels. There were Svastika-
shaped fittings embellished with creeper-like designs above the
Linga-like fittings.

17. In the assembly hall there were hundreds of thrones
and refulgent altars. Groups of Rudras and Rudra-girls were
seated there.

18. It was adorned with white lotuses with hundred thou-
sands of petals. Flowers had been scattered all round and the
Apsaras had occupied all those places.

19-20. Saffron waters were sprinkled. The place was fumi-
gated with incense sticks. The entire area resounded with the
sounds of the notes of flutes, lutes, Gomukhas and